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May 2 –  
 School Board Meeting, Work  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.
May 3 – 
 National Teacher Appreciation Day   
May 4 –   
 National School Nurse Day 
May 5 –  
 Special Performing Arts  
 Concert/Exhibit (For more see  
 page 11)
May 6 –  
 Snow Make-Up Day #4 – This  
 day was not needed. This is  
 now a vacation day – no school  
 for students or staff
May 7 –  
 SAT Test; Grand March, SHS  
 Aud., 5 p.m.; Prom, Stage AE,  
 6 p.m. (For more see page 2)
May 9 –  
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
May 12 –  
 Haine Middle School Empty  
 Bowls Event, 5:30 p.m.  
 For more click here.
May 13 –  
 Evans City STOMP Out Cancer  
 Walk 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; All District  
 K-6 Track and Field Meet,  
 NexTier Stadium, 5:30 p.m.
May 16-27 –  
 Keystone Testing
May 20 –  
 Act 80 Day – No School for  
 Students
May 27 –  
 Last Day of School for Seniors,  
 Graduation Day, 6 p.m.
May 30 –  
 Memorial Day, No School
May 31 –  
 End of Second Semester

May Dates  
to Remember

 *More dates including concerts, art     
   shows and field days can be found  
   on our homepage at www.svsd.net

April 2016
A National Award-Winning Publication

A moment in time

Newspaper articles, flash drives, yearbooks and an ID badge were just some of the items that may 
pique the interest of those who will open the Seneca Valley time capsule 50 years from now. 

In celebration of Seneca Valley’s 50th Anniversary, building principals and administrators collected 
items for a time capsule. Seneca Valley School District Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale 
and School Board Director Vice President Mr. James Nickel placed the final items in the time  
capsule at the school board meeting on April 4. They were joined in this effort by members of the 
Administration and School Board (as pictured).

The time capsule was secured in a wall opening in the senior high school marked with a plaque 
signifying its existence. It won’t be opened again until 2065, the District’s 100th anniversary. 

“It is my honor and privilege to serve as Superintendent of Schools during a historic time and I’m 
proud to say our motto ‘Proud of the Past, Committed to the Future’ rings as true today as it did 
when we opened our doors in 1965,”said Dr. Vitale. 

On July 1, 1965, the Seneca Valley School District, known at that time as the Southwest Butler 
County School District, was notified that it was an officially established school district after several 
years of unification planning. 

Proud of the Past, Committed to the Future

If you haven’t seen Seneca Valley’s District Videos “Proud of 
the Past, Committed to the Future,” check them out here:

      Video 1 (Short)             Video 2 (Long) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_JfgbeICyA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.svsd.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rb0MfxznDzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAyihHWVGdk


Seneca Valley seniors are ready to be in the spotlight! They will be  
celebrating “A Night in the Spotlight” at the 2016 Prom on Saturday, 
May 7.

Grand March will begin at 5 p.m., in the senior high school auditorium. 
Doors will open for guests at 4:30 p.m. The prom will be held at Stage  
AE in Pittsburgh from 6 -11 p.m.

Earlier this month, seniors chose 20 classmates to represent their 
prom court. The ladies of the 2016 Prom Court are Margaret Baker, 
Rachel Carmella, Kristen Curran, Julia DiNicola, Cameron Herrmann, 
Emily Kristoff, Peyton Moriarity, Rachel Noah, Alexa Nuzzo and Molly 
Speicher. The gentlemen of the court include Benjamin Bachik, Jacob 
Beck, Cody Boozel, Matthew Corcoran, Jonathan Dolfi, Michael Kolor, 
Alexander Lecce, Tyler Turley, Zachary Wilson and McLean Walsch. 

Seneca Valley’s prom king and queen will be announced during the  
prom at Stage AE.

‘A Night in the Spotlight’
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The sounds of “Garry Owen,” the rally song for the U.S. Calvary,  played out for the arrival of 
First Sgt. Ron Cepek who spoke to Mr. Jim Lucot’s Seneca Valley Senior High School students 
on April 14.

Sgt. Cepek, First Cavalry Division of the U.S Army, served three tours in Vietnam and received 
three Bronze Stars.  During his visit, he spoke to students about his service, offered advice 
and answered student’s questions. 

Sgt. Cepek’s fellow Vietnam Veteran, Sgt. Bob Kunkle, U.S Marine Corps also attended and spoke 
to students. Additionally, Sgt. Kunkle met with those who are planning on being future Marines.

Vietnam Vets speak at SV

The second annual Raiderthon event was held April 16 -17. Approximately 176 volunteer student dancers committed to dance/stand for 12 
consecutive hours without leaning or sitting in hopes of raising $20,000 for the Miracle League of Southwestern PA. The evening was kicked 
off when 10-year-old baseball player Alex Brown and his family (pictured right) counted down the final 10 seconds to get the dancing started. 
Throughout the evening a student band provided entertainment and guest speakers were on hand to motivate in the early morning hours. Not 
surprisingly the senior high student council, under the leadership of Ms. Katie Halliday, outdid themselves once again and raised $29,704.20 for 
The Miracle League, far exceeding their established goal.

#Raiderthon

Seneca Valley’s 2016 Prom Court: Back row (L-R): Alexander Lecce, McLean Walsch, Michael 
Kolor, Zachary Wilson, Benjamin Bachik, Jonathan Dolfi, Cody Boozel, Matthew Corcoran, Tyler 
Turley and Jacob Beck. Front row (L-R): Rachel Noah, Alexa Nuzzo, Margaret Baker, Kristen 
Curran, Peyton Moriarity, Emily Kristoff, Molly Speicher, Julia DiNicola, Cameron Herrmann and 
Rachel Carmella.

Photo Credit: EDI Imaging
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Staying up-to-date with the almost-daily changes happening online apps can seem like a full-time job. In an effort to help parents navigate this  
constantly evolving world, here are the latest apps for teens and tweens alike – and keep in mind that these are just a handful of the more popular 
ones out there when, in fact, hundreds of them exist:

Staying ITK (In the know)
Online trends keep parents on their toes

continued on page 4

AT&T AT&T AT&T

AT&T

AT&T

AT&T

Ask.fm Tumblr Kik

Snapchat

Oovoo

Instagram

A social networking 
site where users  
can create profiles 
and send each 
other anonymous  
questions/answers.

The service allows 
users to post 
multimedia and 
other content to a 
short-form blog.  
Users can follow 
other users’ blogs, 
as well as make 
their blogs private.

This is a mobile 
instant messenger 
app that allows  
users to share  
digital content 
including texts,  
pictures and videos.

A mobile social 
networking site, this 
allows users to send 
photos (and captions) 
that last for only a 
short time and then 
disappears. Direct 
messaging can also 
take place on this site, 
and new to this app: if 
your friend is online, 
you can also carry on 
a conversation with 
the person either as a 
video chat, an audio 
call or text chat.

This site allows 
video chats and 
instant messenger 
with multi-user 
capabilities that  
allow up to 12 
people to talk  
face-to-face with 
each other.

One of the more 
popular sites,  
Instagram is an  
online mobile  
photo-sharing,  
video-sharing, and 
social networking 
service that enables 
its users to take  
pictures and videos, 
and share them 
either publicly or 
privately on the app, 
as well as through a 
variety of other social  
networking platforms.

AT&T

AT&T AT&T

AT&T

AT&T

Vine

Whisper Yik Yak

Periscope

Omegle 

This mobile app is 
a short-form video 
sharing service 
where users can 
share six-second-
long looping video 
clips.

This mobile app 
allows users to 
send messages 
anonymously, and to 
receive replies. Users 
post messages, 
 known as  
“whispers,” which 
are displayed as text 
superimposed over 
an image  
automatically  
retrieved from  
Whisper’s own 
search engine or 
uploaded by the user.

This mobile app 
allows people to 
pseudo-anonymously 
create and view 
discussion threads 
within a five-mile 
radius of the user. 
Seneca Valley has 
worked with Yik Yak 
to “Geofence” this 
app so it’s unavailable 
anytime a user is 
near one of our 
school buildings.

This mobile site, 
which can be 
found and followed 
through Twitter, is 
a live-streaming 
video site.

Using this app, a 
person can chat 
with random 
individuals. It works 
by using a person’s 
Facebook “likes” 
to match them 
with someone they 
don’t know but has 
similar “likes.”  
Because the  
person is matched 
with a stranger, 
there is a high risk 
that the stranger 
may be an online 
predator.

AT&T

Tango
Tango for those 13 and 
older is all about  
connecting with  
others. This app offers 
free video and phone 
calls, messaging and 
group chats for up to 
50 people. Users can 
share music and videos, 
send decorated photos, 
post to a news feed 
and play games  
together. To add 
friends, users can 
search phone contacts, 
nearby strangers  
anywhere in the world.  
As always parents 
need to be aware of 
who their child is  
chatting with!  Also, 
Tango has a history of 
being hacked.

http://ask.fm/
https://www.tumblr.com/
https://www.kik.com/
https://www.snapchat.com/
http://www.oovoo.com/
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
http://ask.fm/
https://www.tumblr.com/
https://www.kik.com/
https://www.snapchat.com/
http://www.oovoo.com/
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
https://vine.co/
https://whisper.sh/
https://www.yikyak.com/home
https://www.periscope.tv/
http://www.omegle.com/
https://vine.co/
https://whisper.sh/
https://www.yikyak.com/home
https://www.periscope.tv/
http://www.omegle.com/
http://www.tango.me/
http://www.tango.me/


Tips for parents for keeping kids safe:  
Look at the apps
 Hidden apps, “dummy” apps or vaults are on the rise. If your child has two calculator apps, most likely one is not a calculator. One could be a   
 “dummy” app where children can hide inappropriate photos. Vaulty is an app that stores photos and videos by hiding them in a “vault.” A password  
 is required to open the “vault” and the app will take a photo of anyone who tries to use the incorrect password. Join every app that your child is   
 on and know their passwords to monitor and check periodically. Set rules in place that your child must ask permission before downloading any   
 apps so that you are aware or add your child to your iCloud account so that it will automatically notify you when a new app is downloaded. 

Check the settings within the apps
 Most apps that children download are open and available to the public. For each social media app, set up restrictions and adjust privacy  
 settings.  Also be sure to check that your child is old enough to be using certain apps.  Additionally, advise your child not to share passwords   
 with anyone. Also turn off GPS/geo locators on certain apps that are in place for certain tagging or checking in. Through GPS location, users are   
 able to see a very specific location of the post. 

Set up age limits on devices 
 Most apps have age requirements (age 12 or older, age 17 or older) but typically there is no way to verify the information. Many teens often   
 embellish their age when they are registering for apps and websites. 

Check followers 
 Do you recognize everyone that is following your child on social media? Advise your children to only accept friend requests from people they know. 

Charge devices in your bedroom
 Your child’s phone or mobile device should always be charged in your bedroom.  Research suggests that using technology before bedtime  
 affects sleep, stress and mental health. 

Model moderation 
 Your behavior directly impacts your child’s. So set an example and limit your own screen time to disconnect from your gadgets. Model to your   
 children how to be present and in the moment when devices are put away. 

Communicate with your child 
 Be involved! Educate yourself and your child. Discuss what is appropriate vs. inappropriate on social media. Train your children on how to use   
 social media properly and inform them of the dangers and damages that can occur if it is misused. Ask your child if they have had any issues   
 such as cyberbullying as a target, witness or have participated in or had issues with strangers. 

Do you know these online meanings and abbreviations?
 • PAH/P@H  –  Parent at Home
 • ITT – In This Thread
 • n00b – Derogatory term for “know-it-alls”
 • J4F – Just For Fun
 • Catfish – To assume a false identity
 • Hashtag (#) – A label or metadata tag used on social networking which makes it easier for others to find messages with a specific theme or content.

To learn more, visit http://www.webopedia.com/quick_ref/textmessageabbreviations.asp 

Additional resources: 
http://yourteenmag.com/technology/technology-parents-take-control
http://www.connectsafely.org/
http://www.teensafe.com/blog/find-hidden-apps-your-teen-doesnt-want-you-seeing/
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Seneca Valley School 
District’s Tip Line Sprigeo 
reporting system now has 
a free app that students 
can download on their 
device! To download it 
click here.

Be safe

Phil Little, an Education and Outreach Specialist from the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General, was 
on hand this past month at Haine and Evans City Schools to present information to K-6 parents about cyber 
trends as well as strategies for keeping children safe online. He also shared information about recent  
legislation that changes how cyberbullying and other online activities could be addressed in the legal  
system. One parent told us “it was nice to be reminded that we as parents should not give the kids too 
much privacy or room to make an error when it comes to Internet safety.” Mr. Little also visited the  
intermediate high school to present a cyber safety assembly to freshmen and sophomores on April 14.  
Mr. Little covered topics that include how words can be hurtful, the difference between bullying and  
cyberbullying, the importance of reporting cyberbullying and much more.

Safety in the cyber world

Staying ITK (In the know) 
continued

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/report-bullying-with-sprigeo/id563496759?mt=8
http://www.webopedia.com/quick_ref/textmessageabbreviations.asp
http://yourteenmag.com/technology/technology-parents-take-contro
http://www.connectsafely.org/
http://www.teensafe.com/blog/find-hidden-apps-your-teen-doesnt-want-you-seeing/


The Seneca Valley art movement
Thirteen Seneca Valley students recently placed in every category,  
including Best in Show at the Associated Artists of Butler County 
(AABC) High School Student Art Show. 

In the photography and digital art category sophomore Jack Reynolds 
placed second for his piece titled “Reflections.” 

Senior Maddie Tobelewski received second place for her  
3-D/sculpture/ceramics piece “From the Reef.” 

For the watercolor category, seniors Alex Lecce placed first for his piece “Red Coat,” and Mary Malone’s  
“Untitled” and Michah Schirra’s “Self-Portrait” both earned Honorable Mentions. Mr. Schirra also received 
an Honorable Mention in the mixed media and collage category for his piece “THWAP!”

In the drawing category junior Zofia Chrzanowska placed second for “Villus IX,” senior Adam Mascio’s 
“Face 3” and junior Alex Alway’s “Tiger” received Honorable Mentions. 

Three seniors placed in the painting category. Dennis Adams placed first for “Mammal Meat,” Jamie Wallace  
placed second for “It Looks Fuzzy” and Sarah Foster received an Honorable Mention for “Pineapple.” 

Senior Jessica Farra won Best in Show for her piece “Daniel Shade.” 

Seniors Alex Lecce, Cara Mastrostefano and Jessica Farra received three of the four awards from Slippery Rock 
University for artistic style and creative vision. 

All students who won first place, second place, Best in Show or the Slippery Rock University Awards won cash prizes.  

The artists’ reception and awards ceremony was held at the Art Center in Butler on March 18.

Art observation

It would appear that your morning cup of Joe has more uses to 
it than just a caffeine kick.

Evans City Elementary (ECE) School second graders found 
out that it can also be used to paint. Gerard Tonti, a Pittsburgh 
based artist, shared both his artwork and technique to students 
at ECE March 22. 

Mr. Tonti who spent years working in public art, fine art,  
animation and photography, embarked on a journey to create 
his own medium from coffee beans and tea leaves (for a deeper 
look into Gerard’s creative process please view  
http://gerardtonti.com/a-stain-in-time-video/)

Gerard Tonti’s artwork and creative process was featured back in November on CBS 
Sunday Morning. The mixture of art and culture through coffee is a pursuit that has 
taken the artist years to perfect. Please view www.gerardtonti.com for a glimpse at the 
world through the eyes, and coffee cup of Gerard Tonti.

A delicious medium

Senior Emily 
Cekella was 
recently 
awarded the 
Schuster 
Patron of 
the Arts 
Award through Gannon University and 
will receive a total of $10,000 toward her 
studies.  Emily will pursue a degree in  
Occupational Therapy, but plans on  
continuing to create and follow her 
interest in visual arts. Miss Cekella is 
currently a student in Mr. Jason Shorr’s 
painting class and Ms. Megan Bonistalli’s 
ceramics class.

Art paves the way

Donald Warhola, Andy Warhol’s nephew, visited Haine Elementary and Rowan Elementary fourth grade students on March 21 and April 5, 
where he shared stories about the legendary painter’s artwork and childhood memories of his famous Uncle Andy. Students had the opportunity 
to see family photos and hear stories that few in the art world have been fortunate to see or hear. 

To welcome Mr. Warhola in true Warhol-style, Haine students created “700 Cans,” a mural that spanned the entire length of the stage, in honor 
of his visit. Haine’s very own Ms. Amy Bresch (pictured center) also got bit by the Warhol bug and fooled quite a few folks into thinking they 
were really seeing the famous painter in person!

Art comes to life

Jessica Farra

Jack Reynolds

http://gerardtonti.com/a-stain-in-time-video/


As the parade music began, students held posters, waved pom-poms and cheered “Good Luck on the 
PSSAs!” as the third and fourth grade students walked through the hallways. 

As a continuation of an Olweus bullying prevention lesson on kindness, Rowan Elementary School’s 
Spirit Committee planned a surprise parade on April 6 to show support to third and fourth graders 
who will be taking the PSSAs this week. Students also received cards of encouragement from their 
younger peers.

Shhh! It’s a surprise!
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Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) School hosted author/
illustrator Kevin Hawkes as part of their Celebration of Literature 
Week on April 5.

Mr. Hawkes is the illustrator of over 40 acclaimed picture books and 
chapter books, including Chicken Cheeks, Library Lion, Westlandia, 
and Sidewalk Circus.

“I’m a very nostalgic person. Whenever I illustrate a book, there is 
something about it that appeals to some part of my past. I spent lots 
of time outdoors as a child and so nature plays a strong part in  
everything. I’m drawn to light, shadow, water, and trees. I have a 
strong sense of mystery…” (Hawkes, Random House Publishing).

Author visit at CVE

The Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts  and Mathematics ( STEAM) team 
from South Fayette School District and 
members of the Department of Energy 
(DOE) visited Rowan Elementary  
April 13.  South Fayette interviewed 
students in Ms. Angela Cardilllo’s 
classroom  about the STEAM  
investigations they conducted this  
year. The DOE spent the afternoon with  
students investigating density and 
chemical reactions with lava lamps 
as well as demonstrating force and 
improving design with marshmallows.

STEAM Team

Evans City Elementary had Mr. Thomas Pichieri address kindergarteners during the school’s  
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) project April 13. 

Mr. Pichieri is a principal engineer at Cantada where he is responsible for new product development 
and is currently leading the development of Cantada’s Satellite equipment suite of products. His 
presentation focused on how engineers work to turn an inventor’s ideas into reality.

Light bulb moment
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As part of the Olweus  
Bullying Prevention  
Program, Rowan Elementary 
School decorated their 
classroom doors last month 
to coincide with the March 
Olweus theme of resiliency. 
Classrooms covered the 
doors with writing prompts 
and artwork that defined 
what it means to be resilient.

Rowan is resilient

Two Rowan Elementary School  
second grade students have been 
named top winners in the 2016  
National Energy Technology Laboratory 
(NETL) Earth Day poster competition.

Maddy Dorigo, pictured on left, was 
named a winner, and Abby Stack, 
earned a second runner-up award.

According to Dr. Grace Bochenek, 
NETL director, their organization 
was extremely pleased to receive 
“top notch submissions that took 
the competition and creativity to an 
all-time high. The children once again 
demonstrated a keen understanding 
of the importance of taking care of our 
planet and inspiring all of us to take 
action.”

The National Energy Technology 
Laboratory (NETL), part of the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) national 
laboratory system, is owned and  
operated by the DOE. NETL supports 
the DOE mission to advance the  
energy security of the United States.

Rowan students named
National poster winners

Parents had to break out their sneakers during 
the week of April 6. That week, Rowan  
Elementary School held their annual “Bring 
Your Parents to Fitness Days.” Parents were  
invited to attend their child’s regularly  
scheduled physical education class and  
participate in a fun series of workout stations 
though the physical education department. 
Students enjoyed seeing their parents partake 
in the circuit which included obstacles and 
activities such as climbing rope, shooting hoops 
and balancing on a balance beam.

Fitness fun

Haine Middle School fifth grader Grace Davis created the  
winning design for the Superheroes Foundation’s 8th Annual 5K 
Walk/Run that will be held at North Park in Allegheny County 
on April 23. Grace’s design will be featured on all promotional 
materials including fliers and T-shirts.

The Superheroes Foundation is a non-profit organization that 
raises money for abused children. For more information, visit: 
www.pittsburghsuperherorun.org.

Winning design

Evans City Rotarians read the book 
Apple Dumpling Adventure to second 
grade students March 23. 

This story is of a young entrepreneur 
who starts an apple dumpling  
business using the four-way test.   
The four-way test; is it the truth, is it 
fair, will it build goodwill and will it be 
beneficial ; is a straight-forward guide 
that was adopted by Rotary in 1943. 
Evans City Rotary members enjoyed 
sharing the book and helping students 
learn about Rotary.

Rotary shares ‘Apple 
Dumplings’ with students

http://pittsburghsuperherorun.org/


The team of SV juniors and sophomores called themselves  
“Untitled.”
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The Seneca Valley Literary Works Club followed 
up the fall victory by the senior team, Read ‘em 
and Weep, at the Butler County Reading  
Competition with an impressive showing from  
the underclassmen.

On April 5, three teams comprised of 36 students  
traveled to Sidman, PA to compete in the IU 8  
Interscholastic Reading Competition. Participating  
students fielded more than 100 questions from 40  
different books. The team Untitled, (SV juniors and 
sophomores) claimed a second place victory and an unprecedented score by the freshmen team 
Book, Line and Sinker (pictured right), led to a first place finish.  

“All students should be commended for their hard work and attention to detail,” said Ms. Peggy 
Mourer, intermediate high school librarian. “The teams’ performance made us all ‘Seneca Proud.’”

Reading Competitions are sponsored by The Literary Works Club and are open to all students in 
grades 9-12. Club membership assures students a spot on a competitive team at the Butler County 
event, the Battle of the Books in Sewickley, as well as, any additional competitions.

Fabulous Raider readers

Dr. Gary Cuccia, father of the late 
Demi Brae Cuccia, created the  
Demi Brae Cuccia Awareness 
Organization to educate high school 
students about the warning signs of 
dating violence. As part of his effort 
to spread this awareness through 
schools in the area, Mr. Cuccia  
visited the Seneca Valley Intermediate  
High School earlier this month to 
share Demi’s tragic story, as well as 
warning signs about unhealthy teen 
relationships, to students.

Raising awareness

Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) eighth grade student John Long  
received third place in the junior paper category for his paper,  
“Exploration of Nuclear Weapons: Successes and Failures” at  
Westminster College’s National History Day. 

Over 75 students in grades 6-12 from a variety of public and private 
schools in Lawrence, Mercer, and Butler counties competed in National 
History Day at Westminster College on March 17. National History Day 
hosts middle and high school students for a competition that encourages 
students to create unique expressions of history.

Students from the following schools and districts competed: Neshannock 
Township, Mars Area, Seneca Valley, South Butler County, St. Michael 
School (Greenville), Holy Sepulcher Catholic School (Butler), and Shimo Homeschool (Mercer).

This year’s theme, “Exploration, Encounter, Exchange in History,” was featured in categories  
including historical papers, documentaries, exhibits, performances, and websites.

Westminster faculty, staff and students served as judges. The top three entries in each category are 
eligible to compete at the National History Day in Pennsylvania contest on May 10 and 11 at  
Millersville University.

SVMS student wins recognition at Westminster’s National History Day

Alex Collinger, a junior at Seneca 
Valley Senior High School, was 
featured in an article in the Tribune 
Review about student filmmakers.  
To read the article, click here.

‘Reel’ teen talent

The SV senior team, “Read ‘em and Weep.”

http://triblive.com/aande/adminpage/10265926-74/pittsburgh-teens-steeltown
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David Kristobak, a junior at Seneca Valley Senior High School (SHS) will serve as a Delegate of the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders in Lowell, Massachusetts on June 29- July 1 2016.

The Congress is an honors-only program for high school students who are passionate about science, technology,  
engineering or mathematics (STEM). The purpose of this event is to honor, inspire, motivate and direct the top students 
in the country who aspire to be scientists and technologists, to stay true to their dream and, after the event, to provide a 
path, plan and resources to help them reach their goal.

Mr.  Kristobak was nominated by the winner of the first Google Science Fair, Shree Bose - Academic Director of the 
National Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists - to represent Seneca Valley based on his academic  
achievement, leadership potential and passion for science and technology.

During the three-day Congress, Mr. Kristobak will join students from across the country and hear Nobel Laureates and 
National Medal of Science Winners talk about leading scientific research; be given advice from deans of the world’s top tech universities;  
be inspired by fellow teen science prodigies; and learn about cutting-edge advances and the future of science and technology.

“This is a crucial time in America when we need more nimble-minded and creative scientists and technologists who are even better prepared for a 
future that is changing exponentially,” said Richard Rossi, Executive Director, National Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists. “Focused, 
bright and determined students are our future and they deserve all the mentoring and guidance we can give them.”

The Academy offers free services and programs to students who have the desire to learn more about their future in science or technology. Some of 
the services and programs the Academy offers include online social networks through which future scientists and technologists can communicate; 
opportunities for students to be guided and mentored by tech and science leaders; and communications for parents and students on college  
acceptance and finances, skills acquisition, internships, career guidance and much more.

SV junior nominated for the Congress of Future Science & Technology Leaders

A group of nine students represented Seneca Valley High School at the Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering 
Fair, held at Heinz Field April 1.  

Student researchers included Bryce Behr, Anna Feng, Brad Hartman, Alyssa Tollerton, Ben Hess, Brooke Raschke, 
Hiruni Herat, Sydni McConnell and Julia Kooser. These students presented their original research projects to judges 
from the scientific community in Pittsburgh. Topics ranged from predicting sunspot activity, and how mealworms  
degrade plastics, to Goldbach’s Conjecture and the usefulness of essential oils in food spoilage.   

Two students came home with awards;  freshman Bryce Behr received a sponsor award from OSHA for his work on 
body armor and Kevlar, and junior Julia Kooser received a sponsor award from the Princeton Alumni Association of 
Western PA for her research on stress hormones.

Hot topics

The Seneca Valley Industrial Technology and Engineering Club recently competed at the Regional Bots IQ competition at California University on 
April 8 and the Honors Engineering and Experimentation class competed in the Sea, Air and Land (SEAL) Challenge at Freeport Area High School on 
April 26.

Both of these competitions were robotic/ engineering challenges that required students to research, create, design, redesign, build, test, and  
document operational processes for their working robotic prototypes. 

For Bots IQ, students created a 15 pound radio controlled battle bot with a pneumatic weapon system named the “Tomahawk” that competed in a 
double elimination tournament. Students were scored on documentation of design and build process, safety/operational control of the robot,  
creativity and finally performance. The “Tomahawk” due to its pneumatic controlled weapon system went 2-2 in the competition. It finished 33rd 
overall out of 80 teams. Senior Josh Vargo was also one of three applicants to receive a $1,000 scholarship from the Gene Haas Foundation.

For the Sea, Air and Land Challenge, students built working robotic vehicles that operated in one of the three listed environments. Robotic vehicles 
had to be able to provide remote feedback to operators without a direct line of sight to the operator. The vehicles had to navigate an obstacle 
course, retrieve and/or deliver a payload to a specific drop point based off of some feedback from the course. This competition is sponsored by  
the Penn State Electro-Optic Center and the Office of Naval Research which provides students with the unique opportunity to interact with  
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) professionals working for a Department of Defense research facility, former Army 
Special Operations and Navy SEALS who scored and provided support to student teams on competition day. At the competition, the Sea Team won 
for best innovative design for a submersible vehicle. 

“I feel both of these events not only provide tremendous learning opportunities for our students but also could serve as a valuable tool for future 
connections and partnerships with our local industry and business community,” stated Mr. Joseph Logsdon, applied engineering and technology 
teacher. “These events only help to strengthen and create new relationships between our classrooms and local industry.”

Got robots?



Seneca Valley Senior High School is preparing students for the future. Their future, that is. The College 
Speaker Series and College & Career School Fair was held April 20.  Approximately 85 school 
representatives/institutions were in attendance from state universities, private colleges, community  
colleges, technical, beauty, nursing, art, business schools, military recruiters and test prep centers.

Seneca Valley Senior High students 
on the engineering track need 
your help! These incredible kids 
are striving to meet the mission of 
Seneca Valley by taking our rigorous 
curriculum and incorporate 21st-
century learning experiences filled 
with project-based endeavours and 
collaborations. With this mission 
in mind, they are looking to expand 
their “innovation station” with a new 
Laser Cutter!

That’s where you can help. Laser 
Cutting is a technology that uses a 
laser to cut materials, and is typically 
used for industrial manufacturing 
applications, but is also starting to be 
used by schools, small businesses, 
and hobbyists. Laser cutting works 
by directing the output of a high-
power laser most commonly through 
optics. Your generous contribution 
will go directly toward purchasing 
this new piece of machinery for our 
ever-growing engineering classroom. 
Each year the Engineering track at 
SV expands; we plan to continue this 
by incorporating elementary  
collaborations, cross-curricular 
educating, and more off-campus 
competitions.

The fundraising page states that the 
group is aiming to reach their goal 
before the start of the 2016-17 school 
year.  According to them, “this will 
ensure that our purchase will be up 
and ready to roll when the students 
arrive! With your generous  
donation, you will be guaranteed to 
see what revolutionary projects will 
be produced.”

To donate, go to:  
https://www.gofundme.com/ 
SVEngineers 

You can also follow the  
SHS Engineers on Twitter  
@SVSHSENGINEERS  
and Instagram  
@ SVSHSENGINEERING

GoFundMe established
for engineering track

Siona Sharma, an exceptional senior at Seneca Valley Senior High School, has 
recognized as one of the country’s most outstanding high school leaders by the 
Coca Cola Scholars Foundation and has been awarded a $20,000 college  
scholarship. As a member of the 28th class of Coca Cola Scholars, Miss Sharma 
has demonstrated superior leadership and dedication to her community and was 
selected from a pool of over 87,000 initial applicants.  

The Coca-Cola system believes that investing in students who are leaders, both 
academically and in service to others, will result in positive, lasting change and 
sustainable communities.

“Siona Sharma is part of a diverse group of extraordinary high school seniors that have shown a  
steadfast commitment to educational excellence, leadership and service to the school and community,” 
said Claude Nielsen, Chairman of the Board of the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation and President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Coca-Cola Bottling Company United in Birmingham, AL. “The Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation is proud to name Miss Sharma as a 2016 Coca-Cola Scholar.”

On March 31, Miss Sharma joined other Coca-Cola  
Scholars as they traveled to Atlanta, the international  
headquarters of The Coca-Cola Company, for Scholars  
Weekend. During this four-day weekend, the Scholars  
participated in a Leadership Development Institute to  
further develop their leadership skills, toured local  
landmarks, engaged with former Coca-Cola Scholars, and 
participated in a group community service project. The 2016 
Class of Coca-Cola Scholars were also the guests of honor 
at the 28th annual Scholars Banquet, where they were 
celebrated by representatives from the Coca-Cola system, educators, local dignitaries and friends of  
the Scholars Foundation. David Rubenstein, American financier and philanthropist best known as  
co-founder and co-chief executive officer of The Carlyle Group, served as the keynote speaker.  
 
“It truly was a defining point to be in a room with 149 of the country’s most accomplished individuals, 
each of us determined to serve the globe in some way,” said Miss Sharma. “I had the opportunity of 
interacting with fellow Scholars as well as business professionals and alumni throughout the weekend, 
all while expanding my perspective of the world and our posterity’s role in it. At the close of our time 
in Atlanta, I left with the realization that the change I personally wanted to initiate in the future, I could 
readily bring to life today.”

In addition to receiving a $20,000 college scholarship, Miss Sharma will be welcomed into a vibrant and 
growing family of alumni that fosters lasting connections with each other and the Foundation.

SV senior named 2016 Coca-Cola Scholar
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Looking toward the future

https://www.gofundme.com/SVEngineers  
https://www.gofundme.com/SVEngineers  
https://twitter.com/SVSHSENGINEERS
https://www.instagram.com/svshsengineering/


The Seneca Valley Secondary Campus Choirs, 
grades 7-12, participated in the Pennsylvania 
Music Education Association (PMEA) Choral 
Adjudication on April 7. Groups were judged 
on tone, intonation, accuracy, technique and 
interpretation. The choirs reviewed the judge’s 
scores and evaluations which assists each group 
in continuing their vocal development. 

Click here to see Ms. Claire Barker warm-up the 
Middle School Chorus before their performance 
in front of the judges.

Seneca Valley seniors Carinne Geil 
(center) and Rachel Noah and junior 
Joseph Brinker attended State  
Chorus in Hershey, PA March 
30-April 2.  These three standouts 
were chosen from over 1,800 other 
singers across the state during  
Regional Chorus which was held 
at Western Beaver High School 
on March 18. At the event there 
were 240 students in the choir from 
throughout the state who performed 
a concert under the direction of  
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
(IUP) Choral Director Dr. Ryan 
Beeken.

Vocal greats

Thirteen Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) eighth grade students and eight freshmen from the Inter-
mediate High School (IHS) (pictured below respectively) were selected to be part of the Pennsylvania 
Music Education Association (PMEA) Junior High District 5 Band Festival that was held at Mars High 
School March 22. 

Selected for the ensemble from SVMS were Evan Moeller and Kevin Karatossos on clarinet, Alaina 
Kosinski and Drew Vlasnik on alto saxophone as well as Ryan Sims on tenor saxophone and Sean Scott 
on baritone saxophone. The brass section included Jeremy Love and Audrey Ferraro on trumpet, Kate 
Scanlon, Dean Smith and Eden Geis on trombone, and Hannah Downs on tuba. Morgan Sinan was part 
of the percussion section. 

The selections for the IHS were Alyssa Tollerton on trumpet, Reilly Scherzer on flute, Brian Vogel on 
bassoon, Olivia Arohnson and Tiffany Eaton on clarinet, Hiruni Herat on bass clarinet, Rachel Covell on 
alto saxophone and Ben Hess on baritone saxophone. 

PMEA District 5 is made up of schools in Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties.

Twenty-one SV students selected for Junior High District Band Festival
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Sing out

For the first time in school history, 
the Seneca Valley Wind Ensemble, 
Art Department and the Seneca 
Valley Academy of Choice (SVAOC) 
Performing Arts Department (Dance), 
are collaborating to present a  
monumental work of art at 7:30 p.m. 
in the intermediate high school  
auditorium on Thursday, May 5.

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for students and community  
members will include poetry, dance, 
art and music that are based on a 
transcription of Carl Orff’s “Carmina 
Burana.”

The powerful, energetic music and 
poems will be narrated by senior 
high school faculty members Ms. 
Allison Shuster and Mr. Jim Lucot, 
and students will be dancing to two 
of the most beautiful movements 
of the piece using all original ballet 
choreography. Additionally, the art 
department will display and project 
images and sculptures that capture 
the essence of each movement.

“This show will demonstrate to the 
community that we are a quality fine 
arts department that works together 
for the good of ‘art,’” stated Seneca 
Valley Music Teacher Mr. Robert 
Matchett.

Additionally, the Symphonic Band 
and Freshman Band will also be 
performing.

Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for 
students.

For the good of art

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFgQBNoXSuo
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What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics April 2016

What’s Happening in  
Raider Athletics April 2016

Headed to WPIALS
 

On April 26, the Seneca Valley boys and girls track teams traveled to Butler for a section tri-meet including North Hills and a chance at qualifying 
for the WPIAL team championships. And head coach Ray Peaco’s squads didn’t disappoint as both the boys and girls track teams qualified for the 
WPIAL team championships for the first time in Coach Peaco’s tenure. Both teams finished 5-1 in section competition and enter the championships 
as Section 3 runner-up. Congratulations Raider track and field on a tremendous team performance this season!

Welcome Mark Perry – Newly appointed girls’ soccer head coach
 
The Seneca Valley School Board approved the appointment of Mark Perry as the next head coach for girls’ varsity soccer. Coach 
Perry comes to Seneca Valley after a very successful tenure as girls’ varsity head coach at Central Valley School District where he 
won the 2013 PIAA Girls AA state title.  In addition to the girls’ state title Coach Perry won a boys’ state championship at Hampton 
and has amassed a career record of 519-118-27 in his 29-year coaching career at the scholastic level.

College is just around the corner
 
As the senior year winds down, many Raider student-athletes have confirmed their commitment to attend college and play their respective  
sports of choice.  Pictured below are: boys’ soccer players Adam Mascio (Allegheny College), Macen DiPaolo (PSU-Behrend), and Jorge Olan  
(Allegheny College); volleyball stand-out Mel Carter (United States Naval Academy); girls’ soccer players Caitlin DeVries (West Liberty University), 
Emily Cekella (Gannon University) and Lexus Lambert (Robert Morris University); baseball players Brett Steinmiller and Frank Cinicola  
(Westminster); and football players Cody Boozel (West Chester) and Corbin Kessler (Mercyhurst.) Good luck to all of our graduating seniors  
who will continue their playing careers in college.
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Athletics 
continued

Looking ahead - Physical, drug and concussion test dates
 
The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug testing and ImPACT concussion testing 
dates for 2016 fall sports season.

REMINDERS for 2016-17:  
 • ALL paperwork must be received in the athletic office no later than Thursday, August 4, 2016 by 3 p.m.   
  Coaches will not accept paperwork at the first day of tryouts.
 • The only dates for receiving a physical on campus are in June.
 • The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.
 • All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2016-17 will be available on the SV Portal starting  
  June 1, 2016.
 • All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under “Sports Registration” before  
  competing. Registration begins June 1, 2016.
 • Complete information available on the District’s Athletics website under “Participation and TRYOUT  
  information” starting June 1, 2016.
 • Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Physicals and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior High School 
(No drug testing in June)
 • June 1, 2016 at 2:30 p.m. until the line ends
 • June 7, 2016 at 9 a.m. until the line ends but no later than noon

Drug Testing & ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing – Senior High School
(No physicals in July)
 • July 20, 2016 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
 • July 21, 2016 from 8 a.m.- Noon & 1-3 p.m.
 • July 27, 2016 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
 • July 28, 2016 from 8 a.m.- Noon & 1-3 p.m.

The last day for activity bus runs will be THURSDAY, MAY 19.

On March 31, the Seneca Valley 
Sports Hall of Fame Committee 
released the inductees for the 2016 
Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame. 
These inductees will be honored in 
September, at a home football game 
and banquet held at the Seneca  
Valley Senior High School  
Auditorium. The future members are:
 
 • Shawn Cully, 2001 – Wrestling

 • Tom Fletcher, 2001 – Swimming

 • Alyson Intihar, 2007 - Softball  
  and Soccer

 • Rick Ley, 1981 - Football

 • Mary P. (Miller) Lococo, 1979 -   
  Cross Country, Basketball and   
  Track & Field - First female athlete  
  to earn 10 Varsity Letters

 • Dan Sample, 1969 - Coach/ 
  Contributor, Basketball and Track   
  & Field Coaching

 • Emily Wolfarth, 2008 - Cross  
  Country, Swimming, Track &   
  Field - One of three girls to earn   
  12 Varsity Letters - One of only six  
  SV athletes total

Stay tuned for further information 
regarding the Hall of Fame event and 
featured Seneca Valley Alumni!

2016 Hall of Fame  
Inductees

In the field
 
An aerial photo of Seneca Valley’s recently turfed baseball and softball fields.

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net/domain/1886
http://www.svsd.net/domain/1886


http://www.svsd.net/GolfClassic


Farmers National Bank officials donated a $3,500 check to the Seneca 
Valley Foundation through the Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) 
Program grant on April 11. 

A statewide program, EITC enables businesses to make donations to 
organizations they choose from a Commonwealth – approved list. EITC 
is a statewide initiative enacted by the PA Department of Community 
and Economic Development in 2001. EITC enables eligible businesses,  
like Farmers National Bank, to apply credits against their tax liability for  
the tax year in which they make a contribution to support education in  
Pennsylvania. Farmers National Bank has participated in this program  
since its first year offered in 2001. 

Specifically, Farmer’s National Bank EITC will benefit the following classes at Seneca Valley: 
 • Women in Engineering (a class just for high school girls that focuses on Engineering concepts)
 • Honors Engineering (mixed class of high school boys & girls, engineering exploration &  
  robotics technology)
 • Accounting (college credit accounting class for high school students grades 10-12)

If your business --or a business you know-- participates in EITC, please encourage them to dedicate 
EITC funds to the Seneca Valley Foundation. For more information or if you have questions, please 
call Ms. Kay Hoch, foundation secretary, at (724) 452-6040 ext. 1638 or by emailing her at  
hochkl@svsd.net. For more information, visit www.svsd.net/SVFoundation.

Farmers National Bank gives back to SV Foundation
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Seneca Valley Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy Vitale was chosen as one of only 80 school  
superintendents that will attend the Superintendent’s Academy in Harrisburg, May 15-17. 

Pennsylvania’s Secretary of Education Dr. Pedro Rivera is starting a Superintendent’s Academy to 
study the needs of students in poverty and the organization of public school systems. Dr. Vitale was 
chosen as one of the few school superintendents to represent school districts across 500 public 
school districts in the Commonwealth.  This is a two-year program that will be held on-site in  
Harrisburg. All travel and accommodation expenses will be paid by the Pennsylvania Department  
of Education.

Superintendent chosen to represent Commonwealth

Evans City Middle 
School fifth grade 
teacher, Tim Parish, 
has been named a 
recipient of the  
2015-16 Red Apple 
Awards of Butler 
County in recognition of his outstanding 
dedication to students and the wider 
community. He was nominated for 
the award because of his dedication 
to students beyond the requirements 
of the school day, involvement in 
school activities, leadership among 
peers, and his commitment to  
community activities. The Red Apple 
Education Award is presented annually 
by United Way of Butler County.

Red Apple Award

L-R, Renee Foust, Farmers 
National Bank branch manager 
gives $3,500 to Dr. Tracy Vitale, 
Seneca Valley Superintendent 
of Schools.

Seneca Valley Art Teacher Jason 
Shorr (seen below left) has several of 
his paintings currently exhibited 
 at the McGowan Institute for  
Regenerative Medicine in Pittsburgh. 
Executive Director John Murphy 
coordinated a reception for Mr. Shorr 
at the facility where he was able to 
tour several of the labs and meet 
scientists to hear about their current 
projects and research. According
According to Mr. Shorr, the inspiration 
fueled discussions that will lead to 
new paintings and include imagery 
relevant to the ongoing lab work at 
the institute. 

The McGowan Institute serves as 
a base for University of Pittsburgh 
researchers and physicians to  
develop new ways to repair tissues 
and organs impaired by disease, 
trauma, or congenital abnormalities. 
In addition, the Institute educates 
scientists and engineers developing 
technologies related to regenerative 
medicine and trains clinicians in the 
use of regenerative therapies.

Medical inspiration

Seneca Valley was awarded four awards in the Pennsylvania School Public Relations Association’s  
(PenSPRA) “Excellence in Education Communications” 2015 Contest. 

The Seneca Valley communications department received an Award of Excellence for the E-Newsletter 
Raider Pride, an Award of Excellence for the E-Publication of the 2014-15 SV Annual Report, Onward and 
Upward, an Award of Honor for the social media campaign “Staff of Seneca Valley” and an Award of 
Honor for the 2015-16 SV Calendar “Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence.” 

The Pennsylvania School Public Relations Association (PenSPRA) was chartered in 1969 and is an  
organization of school public relations professionals whose goal is to improve educational  
communication and support student achievement through systematic, proactive, and responsible  
public relations programs. PenSPRA sponsors an annual Excellence In Education Communications  
Contest. Entries are accepted in a number of categories to reflect the scope of work often undertaken 
by communications professionals.

SV awarded in PenSPRA Communications Contest

http://www.svsd.net/Page/12836
mailto:hochkl%40svsd.net?subject=EITC
http://www.svsd.net/SVFoundation
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AlumniAlumniNews & NotesNews & Notes
This is a question many of us ask ourselves and we truly don’t know what 
we did before this search engine existed.

Danielle Millett, a 2005 graduate of Seneca Valley, discussed this among 
many other topics when she visited Evans City Elementary students.  
Ms. Millett returned to her alma mater on March 23, where she shared 
information about her career as a software engineer at Google in  
Pittsburgh and her experience with Science, Technology, Engineering,  
Art and Mathematics (STEAM).

“Seneca Valley was a huge asset in figuring out what I wanted to do 
professionally,” stated Ms. Millett. “They have a large variety of classes, 
and for me, the computer science courses enabled me to figure out what 
I wanted to do and choose a college that specialized in the field. I was 
surprised at how many students started college not quite knowing what 
they wanted to do. Thanks to the courses I took at Seneca, I knew the 
field I wanted to go into and was able to take full advantage of my four 
years at Carnegie Mellon University.”

To read more about Danielle and other successful Seneca Valley  
graduates, read our Annual Report “Onward & Upward”  
at www.svannualreports.com.

What would we do without Google?

The American Academy of Culinary Arts (AACA) at Pittsburgh Technical Institute (PTI) is proud to announce 
that student chef Amanda Shoup has earned a gold medal for the second consecutive year in the 2016 
Jeunes Chefs Rôtisseurs competition sponsored by La Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, an international 
gastronomic society founded in Paris in 1950.

Based on her first-place local performance, Shoup went on to represent Pittsburgh at the Chaine Midwest 
Regional Competition in Chicago on April 9.

The competition featured an identical mystery “market basket” containing a few key ingredients, and was 
designed for competitors to prepare a three-course meal to serve four people using those ingredients. 
During the local competition, the mystery basket contained these items: leg of lamb, frog legs, sea scallops 
acorn squash and golden Yukon potatoes.

To win her gold medal, Shoup prepared pineapple-grilled frog legs, seared scallops, roasted leg of lamb with glazed carrots and croquette of potato 
and finished with a chocolate cake with blueberry sauce and pineapple compote.

The purpose of the competition is to encourage and promote the culinary expertise of young Chefs Rôtisseurs in the tradition of the Chaîne des 
Rôtisseurs by exposing them to a competitive environment with their peers.

This competition offered the opportunity for the Jeunes Chefs to showcase their talent and creativity in both national (Sarasota, FL) and  
international arenas later this year.

According to Shoup, competition is an important part of her professional development. “New students need to compete and they need to do it as 
early in their career as possible,” she said. “Competition gives us opportunity for intense practice, focus, and exposure to new foods, new  
ingredients and new people.”

Amanda Shoup expects to graduate from the AACA at PTI this month. She is completing her culinary internship at the Duquesne Club where she 
will transition to full-time employment. Shoup, who aspires to become an executive chef, is a 2010 graduate of Seneca Valley High School and  
currently resides in Zelienople.

AACA Culinary Student represented Pittsburgh in Regional Jeunes Chef Rôtisseurs Competition

http://www.svannualreports.com
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Alumni News & Notes 
continued

Markie Maraugha, a 2011 Seneca Valley graduate, is owner of Nancy’s East End Diner in 
Wilkinsburg. We asked her to catch us up on what she is doing today and how Seneca Valley 
influenced her life and career.

Q:  Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: I own Nancy’s East End Diner in Wilkinsburg with my partner, Greg. We took over the diner, 
formerly Nancy’s Restaurant, in November 2014. We opened in February 2015. The previous 
owner, Nancy, was beloved in the community and had to sell the restaurant due to illness. 
Wilkinsburg is a small, vibrant, diverse, and economically challenged area that borders the city 
of Pittsburgh. It was clear to us that Nancy’s was not only a smart business move, but the diner 
was desperately needed in the neighborhood. The restaurant business is crazy, ruthless, and  
intense, but it is also especially gratifying. My favorite part of my business is cooking. On  
Sundays, I am the cook running the egg station and plating up the dishes. It’s thrilling to be  
cooking up to eight orders of eggs to order for a packed house. I love it!

Q:  What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?
A: My days at work vary, some days I will spend doing accounting. Some days I shop for the restaurant. As an owner, it’s important for me to believe 
that no job is beneath me. In fact, on Saturdays my job is washing dishes. But my favorite day of the week is Sunday because I’m the cook. Here is 
what the day looks like: 
4 a.m.: Wake-up call
5:30 a.m.: Beginning prep in the restaurant. I will come up with a quiche recipe. My prep duties include, cutting 40lbs of potatoes, cooking 15 lbs of 
bacon, making a gallon of French toast mix, and preparing veggies. 
9 a.m.: We open! The next six hours is a chaotic symphony in which I’m the conductor. I call out orders to my second line cook while I cook eggs to 
order, poached, over medium, basted, and of course omelets! 
3 p.m.: The cleaning begins. The entire kitchen gets a thorough scrub down. 
5 p.m.: I get ready to relax with some tuba playing and walking my dog.

Q:  Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I was born in Toledo Ohio, but moved to Pittsburgh when I was very young. Eventually, I moved in with my Aunt Misty and Uncle John, who lived in 
Cranberry. I started school at SV when I was in seventh grade.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: During my time at SV, I was involved with the music program. In fact, I planned to study music in college. Although my music plans fell through,  
I took away many lessons in “how to be an adult.” We were expected to be early to each call time. We were expected to treat every band member,  
parent, and director with the utmost respect. Those lessons definitely shaped how I conduct business, and what I expect from employees. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: If you go to Seneca Valley, you are lucky. You are blessed. You have been given a gift. I’ve had the privilege of performing on tuba for the students of 
Kelly Elementary of the Wilkinsburg School District. These kids are amazing, kind, and compassionate. In fact, they are just like the students of Seneca 
Valley, but these kids don’t have the opportunities or the resources to excel and achieve like we do at SV. When you combine opportunities and  
resources with passionate educators and great students, you get SV Magic.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: This is such a hard question! You are testing my memory! So many educators left their hand print on my life. Of course, Mr. Matchett and Mr.  
Armstrong hold a special place in my heart. I was also very close with Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Zorich, and Mr. Del Prete. I was never the best student, but I 
always respected the hard work of my teachers.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: I was in a serious car accident my senior year of high school, but I walked away with minor injuries. I will never forget when Mr. Mark Korcinsky, 
principal, visited me in the ambulance to make sure I was okay and called my family to tell them I’d been in an accident. I’m sure Mr. K felt it was part 
of his job, but for myself and my family, it was an amazing act of kindness.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: You make a difference. You touch lives. Despite being a not-so-great student, the influence of my teachers and staff truly changed me for the better.  
I know my friends who are SV graduates agree.

Q: Is there anything else you¹d like to share about your time at Seneca Valley or your time since Seneca Valley?
A: My time at SV was plagued with health issues and more. I was one of those kids that missed a lot of school, had to drop classes, etc. As much as I 
took away educational lessons from SV, more than that I learned what compassion looked like from my educators. Many times I hugged it out with a 
teacher. Those experiences helped me become who I am today, which is happy, healthy, and successful.

AlumniAlumniQ & AQ & A
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http://campinvention.org/


Make this summer extraordinary!
Sign up for Camp Invention by March 21 to save $25!

Camp Invention is coming to
Evans City Middle School 
located at 345 West Main Street 
Evans City, PA 16033

July 25 - 28, 2016 from 8:00am to 4:00pm

Directed by Sara Kamarchik 
kamarchiksb@svsd.net 
(724) 290-4839

Price: $220 (Before discount)
For children entering 1st through 6th grade 
Register at campinvention.org

http://campinvention.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CampInvention

